BY ORDER  OF THE  SHAH

the Shah's estates on the Caspian to his estates on the
Gulf, from nowhere to nowhere, but not for nothing!
Certainly the new line does not provide the missing link
between India and Europe, which it might well have done
had it been planned nearer to Iraq. It is too late to
deplore that there is still no .Iranian chain between West
and East along the highway of the nations.

From the south at Bandar Shahpur, the line runs zigzag
up the hill slopes, through a spiral tunnel four kilometres
long, where more than forty kilometres of track cover but
twelve of distance. Many severe problems faced the
engineers, who had to overcome all manner of difficulties
in the mountains. Climate and fever held up the work
in the north. Heat was the chief bugbear in the south.

A German and an American firm secured the original
contracts. These were cancelled when the Iranian Govern-
ment took on the job themselves. In 1932 a Scandinavian
firm guaranteed to complete the line within six years. The
various contracts were taken up by Italians and a few
Swedes and Czechs. A British firm laid the most difficult
part of the track. Most of the technical work has been
done by foreigners, for Iranians do not lend themselves
readily to technical training. The steel rails came from
Russia. The cement was largely obtained from the
Iranian factory in Teheran, worked by Danish engineers.
The rolling stock was ordered from America and Belgium.
Some of the engines were made in England. A truly
cosmopolitan venture.

By supplying work for thousands of Iranians, the con-
struction of this railway has helped the Shah to keep some
of his distant people quiet; for while there is work to be
done, good money paid for doing it, and achievement to
mark his efforts, the Iranian does not venture forth on his
old quest for easy excitement.

The original conception was strategic. Riza being a
soldier at heart, the thought in his mind probably was
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